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Four Peaks Walk on 3 January —led by Joe Jones 

Craigfechan to Ruthin Linear Bus Walk on 28 February led by John Kelly
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The Path Uncertainty Principle – negative for all
The Path Uncertainty Principle, or PUP for short, is based on the idea that ill-defined, unmarked and
blocked footpaths create uncertainty in the minds of walkers who don’t know the correct route to follow. This principle is a lose / lose situation;


For walkers, it leads to unpleasant experiences, lost confidence, barbed wire, danger of injury,
conflict and footpaths being lost, perhaps forever.



For landowners and farmers, it also causes many problems such as trespass, fence damage, crop
damage, invasion of privacy and ongoing conflict and argument.

Let’s take a typical farm in North Wales with 2 or 3 paths joining at the farm and running through it. Let’s
face it - unless the paths are very well used, it’s likely that there will be no waymarks in or around the
farm and walkers are expected to find their own
way.
OK, map, GPS and magnifying glass out, try to discern the routes, make one’s way as best one can,
stumble through the garden or midden, climb a
fence or two and hope that we are not trespassing.
No chance of asking any of the occupants of the
farm – my experience is that they hide at the first
sign of walkers – not wishing to confirm the route
or even admit that there is a route !

Result – we are annoyed and so is the farmer when
we invade his privacy. How much simpler it would
be if the paths were properly waymarked.
I often wonder why the farmers don’t put up their
own signs. It’s doubtful that they like the conflict.
Perhaps they think that their problem will go away
if they ignore it – fat chance with the right of way
marked on the OS maps.
What can be done – walking the paths in question,
waymarking negotiations / work parties and complaining to the council are all parts of the solution.
One thing we can all do – when next submitting a
walk to the programme, ignore well worn tracks
and nominate a problem route. I know lots with multifarious problems that I can suggest to you.
Here’s a screenshot from geograph.org.uk of one path near Deunant that will give you an idea of the
problems; no stiles, barbed wire, no waymarks, blundering through backyards – try it - a challenging route
that shouldn’t be.
Joe Jones (cannonballdaze@gmail.com)
In the future; The National Trail Effect.
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Letter from Yve Hands, Newsletter Editor
Hi
After 6 years in post, it is my intention to resign as Newsletter Editor at the AGM in
November so the vacancy is up for grabs. There are 2 Newsletters per year: Spring/
Summer and Autumn/Winter. Anyone interested can please themselves as to the design
or format they use, and I will be on hand for guidance.
I will be staying on as the Facebook Administrator, as Minute Secretary and as Membership
Secretary (which I need to concentrate on).
Don’t miss it!

On 5 August we are planning a special evening dinner to
celebrate both the 80th anniversary of the Ramblers Association and the 21st birthday of the Vale of Clwyd Group. Find
your booking form with your mailing.

Great fun at the bowling last November— next match is on Friday 13 November 

Courtesy to walk leaders
I’m sure all walkers value their walk leaders so perhaps one or two of us need reminding that it is not
normal RA practice to walk ahead of the walk leader unless the walk leader has specified differently.
Please show respect and courtesy to them. Thank you.
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Coach Ramble to Much Wenlock—Saturday 9 May 2015
The “long” walk led by
John Gummer (right of the
picture) saw contrasting
scenery from quiet, rolling
fields and woodlands to the
dramatic Ironbridge Gorge
with its steep sides and
early industrial heritage
with the River Severn
flowing through it. The
group returned across the
estate of Benthall Hall, a
16th century country
house, and passed two
sites of medieval monastic
ruins connecting us to
earlier and quieter times.
The second walk of 8.5 miles led by Chris Grier (below) took in a section of the long limestone ridge
known as Wenlock Edge, an area of rich history with thick woods and fine views, both westwards towards the Long Mynd and northwards towards the Wrekin. Later the walk dropped down to the farmland below the ridge before rejoining Wenlock Edge and walking onto Much Wenlock itself.

For the smaller group who decided on the “self-guided” walks in and around Much Wenlock (a “Walkers
are Welcome” town), there was plenty to do and see: the dramatic ruins of the Wenlock Priory, the
Olympian Trail, the Museum, the medieval architecture, the Corn Exchange market and traditional shops
etc.
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Much Wenlock Coach Trip (continued..)

From left to right (clockwise): Raynalds Mansion (its
half timbered front dates from the 17th century); the
Priory and the Olympic Torch symbolising Much
Wenlock’s Olympian history.
[Photos by Yve Hands]
Group holiday to Llanwrtyd Wells Sep 2015 There are currently 2 dbl/twin rooms still available
for this bargain break sharing 'wonderful company' &
staying at a quirky hotel renown for its hospitality,
good food & micro brewery. If interested please call
Val on 01745 590866

A NEW SOCIETY (by Mike Skuse)
Members may have noticed a few walks in the new programme which are joint walks with “Friends of
CRDV”. This is a new Society just starting, called “Friends of the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley”, and
the idea is to get people to take more interest in the AONB, which now runs in a long bent sausage
shape all the way from Prestatyn Hillside to Corwen, via the Clwydian Range, Chirk Castle, Eglwyseg,
Pont Cysyllte and the Llantysilio Hills. It is worth remembering that AONBs get as much protection as
National Parks, so we should all be interested in having such a beautiful area on our doorstep.
For £10 (£15 for a family) you get walks and talks, a newsletter by email, discounts at a few shops, and a
badge ! But most of all, you get a warm glow from being a person who is seen to love the countryside of
this special place!
For more information, please contact Mike Skuse, who is one of the Trustees, on 01824 702 973; or
phone Helen Mrowiec on 01352 810 614.
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Annual Dinner 15 January

Once again our group enjoyed our annual dinner at
Rhuddlan Golf Club. Thirty of us attended. A good number, but it would have been nice to see a few
more members.
We had a raffle of ten prizes. Many of which were donated, so thankyou to those people. A raffle always
goes down well,and everybody gets quite excited at the thought of winning a prize.
I shall continue to book the golf club for our meal.It is always good value for money. Good food,A relaxed
atmosphere,and excellent service. Here's to the next time.
Daphne

A Cause for Celebration!
Ken and Beatrice Silcock
recently celebrated their
Diamond Wedding
Anniversary
Their daughter Christine says:
“Mum and dad walked with
Trafford Walkers in Manchester
from 1989 until they moved locally
in 1996. They joined Vale of
Clwyd 12 months after it was
started and dad was Chair from
2005 until 2008”.
Our best wishes to Ken & Bea
A vacancy exists on the Denbighshire Committee,
following Mike Skuse's resignation as Countryside
Secretary. Mike says he will be happy to explain the job,
which is interesting and not very onerous. If you would
like to take on the role of watchdog of Denbighshire's
marvellous countryside, phone Mike on 01824 702 973.
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For your Diary
The AGM of the VC will be held on
Monday 16 November 2015 at Ysgol y
Castell, Hylas Lane, Rhuddlan

Berghaus Aquafoil Waterproofs
(overtrousers) Size 10—31inch
leg—with zips and press studs up to
the thigh. I only wore these once,
but can’t get used to waterproofs at
all. Instead of selling, I am asking for a donation
of £10 to the Vale of Clwyd Ramblers. My
contact details are: Yve Hands Tel. No. 01745343413 or e-mail me at
yvelinedominique@gmail.com

Chairperson Vacancy
Hello everyone. Just a reminder to you all, that I
will be standing down as VC Group Chairperson
at the AGM in Nov after 7 years in post. The role
must be the most straightforward on the committee as the main purpose is to be a spokesperson
for the group, giving thanks etc whenever required, being
the lead &
spokesperson
at all group
meetings including the
AGM. The
committee
meets on a
quarterly basis to discuss
& update relevant activities etc. Basically, that’s it, so if there is
anyone out there who would like to take over I
would be pleased to hear from you if you need
more information regarding this matter. If elected
I will be willing to serve as a committee member.
Thanks for listening. Val

If any proof was needed of the

benefits of walking, take a look at
Fred Speck (seated) & David
Smart, two very healthy and fit
octogenarians 
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Oh! What a lovely walk! Val Jones

On 18th April 2015 the Vale of Clwyd group teamed up with the Deeside group at Pen y Sychnant car
park to embark on a choice of 2 walks. One walk of 10 miles was to ascend Moel Lus & surrounding area
led by John Kelly. The other walk of 8 miles ascended Conwy Mountain & also surrounding area, was led
by Graham Gill. Both walks were extremely well supported but I chose Graham’s walk. The entire area is
always happy to share magnificent coastal views with everyone and this day was exceptional. Weather
was perfect as we wandered over the hillside. We met everyone on John’s walk at one point as they
headed west whilst we headed to the east. As we passed each other, chatter with friends in the other
party caused some food for thought as to which walk leader we were following! I think I chose the right
walk as at our coffee stop, Graham produced a home made bara brith carefully sliced for all to enjoy.
We’ll enter you on the British Bake Off Graham, ok?
Two wonderful walks were enjoyed by everyone & it was lovely to meet up with Deeside friends again.

A riot of
yellow (Much
Wenlock Coach
Trip)

8

